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Charles Keith Morison 

On August 31 of this year, Charles Keith 
Morison retired from the position of Superin- 
tendent of the Public Library Commission, a 
position that he had held since 1940. To many 
people throughout British Columbia this an- 
nouncement will bring a sense of personal loss, 
for he has served them well and very often 
beyond the call of duty. 

“CK”, as he is affectionately known, was 
born on February 12, 1891, in a Presbyterian 
manse in Ormstown, Quebec, a parish of which 
his father, the Reverend David Williamson 
Morison, D.D., was the minister for forty years. 
He was educated at the Ormstown Academy, 
the Montreal High School for Boys, and was 
graduated in Arts from McGill University. After 
teaching in high schools in Montreal, he entered 
the Library School at the University of Wiscon- 
sin in Madison, It was here that he had the very 
good fortune to meet Charles B. Lester, Director 
of Libraries for the State of Wisconsin, who later 
made the survey of British Columbia that result- 
ed in the establishment of the three regional 
libraries. 

His course at the University came to a sudden 
end early in 1915 when he joined the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force and left for overseas. He 
received the Military Medal and was given an 
F.G.C.M.—an “honour” of which he was equally 
proud. This field general court martial was 
“conferred” on Corporal Morison because he 
refused to take off his great coat as the Cana- 
dians crossed the Rhine that bitterly cold 13th 
day of December, 1918. For this crime he was 
reduced to the rank of gunner. 

On his return to North America he worked 
for a time in oilfields in Texas and Mexico and 
in the Associated Oil Refinery at Avon, Cali- 
fornia. In 1926 he came to Victoria, where he 
was employed as a salesman for financial cor- 
porations and later as district manager for the 
National Life Assurance Company of Canada. 

It was evident, however, that his real interest 


was in books and getting books to people. In 
1933 he returned to McGill University and the 
following year graduated from Library School 
with his degree of Bachelor of Library Science. 
As the library demonstration in the Fraser 
Valley, which Dr, Helen Gordon Stewart ‘had 
conducted under a grant from the Carnegie 
Corporation, was nearing completion, Mr. Mori- 
son Was appointed Director of the Fraser Valley 
Union Library, as it was called then. It is agreed 
that in any project the period following the 
demonstration is the most difficult. The present 
success of the Fraser Valley Regional Library 
is due to a great extent to his ability, untiring 
effort, and enthusiasm for the task to be done. 


In 1940, when Dr. W. Kaye Lamb became 
head of the library at the University of British 
Columbia, Mr. Morison succeeded thim in the 
dual position of Provincial Librarian and Super- 
intendent of the Public Library Commission. It 
became increasingly evident that the work in- 
volved was far too much for one person and, 
when the positions were separated in 1946, Mr. 
Morison remained as Superintendent and Mr. 
W. E. Ireland became Provincial Librarian and 
Archivist. 


During the past ten years the work of the 
commission has increased enormously, although 
Mr. Morison would be the last to claim credit 
for library development in a province in which 
population and industry have grown at the rate 
experienced in British Columbia. We who have 
worked with him know that at all times and to 
all people and groups—individual borrowers in 
isolated places, library associations, regional 
libraries, and public libraries—C. K. Morison 
was ever ready to give sound advice and prac- 
tical assistance whenever possible in organizing 
and improving book service. On many occasions 
detailed routine and red tape strained his 
patience almost to the breaking point, but his 
strong sense of humour, his fearlessness, and his 
unshakeable belief in the importance of the 
work saved the day, 
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It is always delightful to spend an evening 
with Lilian and Keith Morison and their daugh- 
ter, Joan, whenever she is home. One of CK’s 
interests is music, and often we would listen to 
his records from “The Investigator” to Beetho- 
ven—and then just talk. 

As most of you know, one of his hobbies is 
carpentry, which he carries on in the cleanest 
workship I have ever seen. Many of us are the 
grateful recipients of his examples of craftsman- 
ship. Recently he has followed the prevailing 
fashion and buiit a boat, in which he says he 
will go lishing. 

You will be interested to know that CK is 
carrying on his work in the Vancouver Island 
Regional Library with the same care, vigour, 
and enthusiasm that he displayed through the 
years that have gone—and that from time to 
time sounds of hammering and drilling rise 
from the basement at Headquarters where he 


B.C.L.A. 


makes boxes to hold the books that he takes to 
the schools the library serves. 

His many friends throughout the province 
will wish him and Mrs. Morison many happy 
years ahead. 

—Margaret Clay. 


The Canada Council and 
Canadian Libraries 


It is now five years since the Royal Commis- 
sion on National Development in the -\rts, 
Letters, and Sciences recommended the creation 
of the Canada Council. Part of the good advice 
offered to the Government of Canada a_ half 
decade ago by the Massey Commission has long 
since been put into practice, but what is perhaps 
the key proposal of the whole commission re- 
port still lies unactivated in an Ottawa file, and 
there is no way to tell whether it is dead or alive. 

The proposed Canada Council is designed to 
encourage “the arts, letters, humanities, and 
social sciences”, to foster Canadian culture at 
home, and to project it abroad. Cultural expres- 
sion is as important to national entity as are 
politics, industry, trade, and defence, and it must 
be promoted industriously if it is ever to exist 
here or be recognized anywhere. Generous sub- 
sidies are being provided by the Canadian 
government for scientific, economic, and _ politi- 
cal development, and the Canada Council offers 
a practical opportunity to do the same for cul- 
tural growth. 

The characteristic of the proposed Canada 
Council that is perhaps most worthy of notice 
by Canadian librarians is that the council is 
intended to be national in scope, It is to promote 
a national consciousness in fields of interest 
that have been too local or regional in emphasis 
or too greatly influenced by outside forces. 
Canadian culture is a combination of all local 
forms of expression, and part of the commis- 
sion’s intention has been to improve communi- 
cation among individual groups and thus to 
co-ordinate and reinforce this at present frag- 
mented aspect of national life. Librarianship 
stands to gain from such cultural coherence, for 
its institutional development in Canada _ has 
undoubtedly been restricted by the country’s 
lack of true cultural unity and co-ordination. 

A second important proposition is that the 
Canada Council should support organizations 
that are already engaged in cultural activities. 
The new national body would not supersede or 
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even be independent of groups that are carrying 
on effective work. On the contrary, it would be 
expected to establish a network of permanent 
national advisory committees, call conferences 
on a national scale, and strengthen “certain of 
the Canadian voluntary organizations on whose 
active well-being the work of the council will in 
large measure depend”. The Canadian Library 
Association, described as “one of the leading 
voluntary groups in the country”, and its mem- 
bership could expect to have an important role 
and to receive substantial support under the 
proposed program. 


The Canada Council is not only expected to 
aid and abet organizations working in the arts, 
letters, humanities, and social sciences, but it is 
intended to assist individual artists, scholars, 
and students in developing their particular tal- 
ents and skills. Through scholarships and other 
grants-in-aid, persons would be able to obtain 
needed assistance for education, investigations, 
or research, and in carrying on creative work, 
when these undertakings seem worthy of serious 
support. 

With these general objectives and principles 
Canadian librarians and their associations can 
heartily agree. There are other more specific 
possibilities worthy of their warm anticipation, 
Secause of the accomplishments and prestige of 
the Canadian Library Association, and of its 
broad rather than specialized concern with cul- 
ture and the arts, it seems likely that the 
association might be named one of the fifteen 
specified members of the council. It would al- 
most certainly be one of the twenty organiza- 
tions nominated to advise the Canada Council 
in its capacity as the National Commission for 
UNESCO, and it would perhaps be among the 
ten permanent members. The national library 
associations and the National Library might 
jointly perform the functions of the central 
office of information for Canada prescribed in 
the commission report, As a member, in addi- 
tion, of one or more of the permanent council 
committees, the Canadian Library Association 
and its local affiliates would participate in some 
detail in the nationwide development program. 


Under the injunction to strengthen “by money 
grants and in other ways” certain of the active 
Canadian voluntary organizations, the Canada 
Council might make direct contributions to the 
Canadian Library Association or to other 
library groups for general or specific purposes. 
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Publications, program, travel, exhibits, research 
and experimentation, scholarships, administra- 
tion, exchange of personnel and material: the 
costs of these or of other projects might find 
needed subsidy from council funds. “Canada’s 
Book Week”, backed as never before through the 
new council by organizations of artists, writers, 
and educators: as well as by publishers and 
librarians, might achieve a success yet unreal- 
ized. In addition, expanded programs of visual 
education, work with children, the conservation 
of cultural resources, and the systematic devel- 
opment of collections and studies in the human- 
ities and social sciences might vitalize libraries 
across the country as librarians have not yet 
been able to do alone. 


The need for scholarships in the arts and 
letters, met with such comparative openhanded- 
ness in the sciences by the National Research 
Council, is emphasized by the Massey report. 
Because of their normal concern about the 
accessibility of university training, librarians 
would favour such a plan. The proposal also 
raises a hope that regular assistance may be 
forthcoming for superior students in librarian- 
ship working toward a fifth year bachelor’s 
degree, or more advanced training, supplement- 
ing the limited funds now available from pro- 
vincial and private sources. Fellowships for 
librarians whose work would benetit from per- 
iods of observation or investigation in other 
systems than their own are particularly needed 
in Canada. Assistance to persons engaged in 
research in bibliography, librarianship, or read- 
ing, and in the preparation of needed Canadian 
reference works should be looked for. The 
international exchange of students and profes- 
sional people would benefit Canada both in the 
giving and the receiving. 


Librarians may have been too timid and 
skeptical in their planning for the Canada 
Council, If the council were to be inaugurated 
tomorrow, would they gather in an uneasy 
huddle to prepare a hasty program? With too 
much patience or hesitation they may be inhi- 
biting the growth of one of the most potent 
arguments for establishing the council itself— 
general popular clamour. The fifth anniversary 
of the publication of the Massey report is a good 
time to consider a change of tactics, 

—Neal Harlow. 
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Bursary and Loan Winners 

The B.C.L.A. Bursary and Loan Committee 
has ‘announced the names of the successful 
applicants for awards from the bursary and loan 
fund. They are Mr. C. R. Carter, Miss Barbara 
Ann Grossman, and Mr. J. M. Ross. 


The Executive — Profiles 

MURIEL LAING was born in Nelson, B.C, 
and received her elementary education in Revel- 
stoke, She graduated from Victoria High School 
and studied at Victoria College and the Univer- 
sity of British Columbia, from which she re- 
ceived her B.A. degree. She taught in elementary 
schools in the Kootenays and for some years in 
high schools in Princeton and Prince Rupert. 
She took her library school training and received 
her degree from William and Mary College in 
Virginia. She is now assistant librarian and 
head of the Reference Department in the Vic- 
toria Public Library. Miss Laing has served on 
many committees of B.C.L.A, and has been a 
member of two special joint committees com- 
posed of members of the library association and 
of the Public Library Commission, one establish- 
ed to revise the library development survey, and 
the other, to investigate standards of library 
certification. She has also been active in the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association and has 
served both as vice-president and as secretary 


of P.N.L.A. (President) 
ROBERT L. DAVISON, superintendent of 


the Public Library Commission, was born in 
Vancouver, B.C., in 1917. He received his ele- 
mentary and secondary education in Vancouver 
schools anda B.A. degree from the University of 
British Columbia. He graduated with the B.L.S. 
degree from the University of Toronto Library 
School in 1948. He was children’s librarian with 
the Fraser Valley Regional Library in 1948 and 
he moved to the Vancouver Island Regional Li- 
brary in 1950, holding positions as cataloguer, 
assistant librarian, and regional librarian during 
his years in Nanaimo. He was recently appointed 
to his present post with the Public Library 
Commission, He served with the Royal Cana- 
dian Air Force from 1941 to 1945. He was also 
a member of the famous Kitsilano Boys Band 
during the thirties, taking part in several of 
their trips to the United States and to Europe. 
He is married and has two sons. (Vice-Presi- 


dent) 


B.C.L.A. 


DOREEN MOSLEY, reference librarian in 
the Science and Technology department, Van- 
couver Public Library, was born in Winnipeg 
and had her formal education there, receiving 
her B.A. from the University of Manitoba. She 
graduated from McGill Library School in 1951 
and since then has been at the Vancouver Pub- 
lic Library, She is a member of C.L..A., and has 
served on several B.C.L..A. committees and has 
been an energetic member of the Vancouver 
Public Library Staff Association. (Treasurer) 


MRS. MARGARET BRUNETTE, head, Ex- 
tension Department, Vancouver Public Library, 
holds her B.A. degree from the University of 
British Columbia and her B.L.S. from the Uni- 
versity of Toronto. She comes from a family 
that has done much for libraries in Canada; her 
father, Dr. Norman F. Black, widely known in 
educational circles, is a former member of the 
b.C, Public Library Commission, and her aunt, 
Miss Mary Black, was an eminent librarian in 
Ontario, and was noted for her work with the 
Fort William Public Library, Mrs. Brunette has 
been a children’s and young people's librarian 
with the Vancouver Public Library and also 
head of the Kitsilano Branch. Since 1952, as 
head of the Extension Department, she has 
supervised and co-ordinated the work of the 
branches. Her professional membership includes 
B.C.L.A., C.L.A., P.N.L.A, (secretary 1949-50), 
and Vancouver Public Library Staff Association 
(Pres. 1954-55). (Past President) 


JOAN MOORE was born in Regina, Sask., 
and received her education in the public schools 
of Regina and Swift Current. She graduated 
from the University of Saskatchewan with a 
B.A. degree in 1952 and in the next year, from 
the University of Toronto with the B.L.S. 
degree. She worked for a year as a laboratory 
assistant in the soils research laboratory at the 
Dominion Experimental Farm in Swift Current 
and, after a six-months visit to Europe, she 
joined the staff of the Public Library Commis- 
sion in 1955 and, this spring, of the Provincial 
Library. (Secretary) 


PETER GROSSMAN, assistant librarian, 
Vancouver Public Library since 1954, holds his 
B.A. degree from the University of British 
Columbia and the Certificate of Librarianship 
from the University of California. As a student 
he was awarded an A.L.A, Carnegie Fellowship. 
He has been librarian of the Vancouver Island 
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Union Library, chief librarian, Fraser Valley 
Union Library, and director of libraries for 
the Nova Scotia Regional Libraries Commis- 
sion. During the war he served with the Cana- 
dian Army. His professional membership in- 
cludes B.C.L.A., M.L.A. (pres. 1951-52), 
P.N.L.A., and C.L.A. (pres. 1953-54). He has 
written articles on regional libraries and book- 
mobiles. (Council member) 


ELEANOR MERCER, head, Acquisitions 
Department, University of British Columbia, is 
a native of B.C., holds both the Bachelor’s and 
the Master’s degree in arts from U.B.C. and a 
Bachelor’s degree in Library Science from the 
University of Washington. She has served on 
various committees of the Association of College 
and Reference Libraries, B.C.L.A., P.N.L.A., 
C.L.A. (council 1950-51), and has been chairman 
of the Inter-Library Association Liaison Com- 
mittee of C.L.A.-A.C.B., 1947-49. She is a 
charter member of the Vancouver section of 
the B.C. Historical Association and is active in 
the Canadian Federation of University Women. 
(Council member) 


A Selection of Recent British 
Columbia Provincial 
Government Publications 


COAST 
The Lower Coast bulletin area. 1956. 

(Department of Lands and Forests. Lands 
service. Bulletin No. 3.) 

Designed primarily for agricu!tural settlers 
but provides general geographic information 
and economic background, from Milbanke 
Sound to the U.S. border, excluding Van- 
couver Island and the Gulf Islands, 


FORESTERS 
A Career in British Columbia’s Forest Serv- 
ice. 1956. 
(Department of Lands and Forests. Forest 
service. Publication B-43, 4th edition.) 


MAMMALS 
The Mammals of British Columbia, by lan 
McTaggart Cowan and Charles J, Guiget. 
Illustrations by Frank L. Beebe. 1956. $1.00, 
(Department of Education. British Colum- 
bia Provincial Museum.) 


MINERALS 
Specimens and samples; their treatment and 
use, by Officers of the Department of Mines, 
Victoria, B.C. 1956. 
(Department of Mines. Bulletin No. 18.) 
Written for the prospector. 


WEATHER 
Climate of British Columbia; tables of tem- 
perature, precipitation, and sunshine; report 
for 1955. 1956, 
(Department of Agriculture.) 


NEW PERIODICALS 

B.C. power. 
(British Columbia Power Commission.) 
No. 1 August-September, 1956. 
A bulletin for customers. 

Welfare bulletin. 
(Department of Health and Welfare. Social 
welfare branch.) 
Volume 1, number 1 (July, 1956). 
(Frequency not yet decided.) 


—J.G, Chope. 


Pacific Northwest 
Library Association 


The 46th annual conference of P.N.L.A., held 
on the campus of the Washington State College 
at Pullman, Washington, was attended by 303 
delegates from the states of Washington, Ore- 
gon, Idaho and Montana and the province of 
B.C. Alberta, added during the past year to the 
territory embraced by P.N.L.A., was not repre- 
sented although the records show that there are 
now eleven members from that province. 

At the first general session held Wednesday 
morning the usual official greetings were 
brought by state and civic officials, Governor 
Langley, currently campaigning in the area, was 
an “added attraction” not listed on the program. 

This first general session considered the re- 
ports of the standing and special committees. 
Few of these were of a nature to promote much 
discussion. The Constitution Committee pro- 
posed several changes—all of which were 
approved by the conference. The only interest- 
ing point here was that sections of P.N.L.A, will 
now be able to collect dues payable with the 
regular association fee. This means that, for the 
first time, sections such as “Childrens and 
Schools’, “Reference”, etc. will know the people 
on whom they can draw for committee and 
program work, 








The interesting feature of the report of the 
Legislation Committee was a synopsis of the 
1956 Act governing libraries ia Alberta. 

The report of the Personnel Administration 
Committee caused some discussion when it was 
found to contain the interim report of the 
B.C.L.A, Automatic Membership Committee, 
which had been presented to the B.C.L..A. con- 
ference. On motion of B.C. members this was 
ordered removed from the report. As it stood it 
conveyed the erroneous impression that com- 
pulsory membership had been adopted by 
B.C.L.A, 

On the Wednesday afternoon the lublic 
Libraries Division discussed “What can we do 
about the librarian shortage?”, Dr. Lieberman, 
newly appointed Director of the School of 
Librarianship, University of Washington, spoke 
forcefully of the part librarians must play in 
recruiting students for library school. He said 
that a librarian’s first responsibility is toward 
the profession and suggested that it might often 
be more important to go out and make a recruit- 
ing speech than to stay in the library and 
catalogue a book. He advised all librarians to 
set themselves a quota for recruits and to inter- 
est potential personnel by setting a personal 
example of good librarianship. He also advo- 
cated the establishment of a cadet or interne 
program in the larger libraries so that persons 
holding a B.A. degree could pursue a program of 
study towards a library degree and earn at the 
same time. 

Dr. Lieberman spoke also of the acute short- 
age that will occur in the United States (and 
will, of necessity, affect Canada as well) when 
the Library Service Program gets under way. 
He said that, in order to make this vital project 
successful, large libraries will have to release 
their best and most experienced people for these 
new jobs, using, in their place, newly trained 
and inexperienced librarians. 

Mrs. Marion Herr, of Portland, spoke next 
about the Cadet Program operated by the 
library there. Dr. Lieberman reported that the 
library school was prepared to co-operate with 
libraries who planned this sort of program 
and would work out short courses to be taken 
by the cadet that could lead ultimately to a 
degree. 

The second general session of the conference 
took the form of a banquet, at which the speak- 
er, Dr, Raymond Muse of the History Depart- 


B.C.L.A. 


ment, Pullman, spoke on “Civil liberties and the 
librarians”. 

The third general session, held on Thursday 
morning, was devoted to the P.N.L.A. Survey, 
which is to be made with the Ford Foundation 
grant of $60,000. Dr. Lieberman, chairman of 
the committee, introduced the newly appointed 
director of the project, Dr. Morton Kroll, a 
social scientist, and his assistant, Henry Dren- 
nan, a librarian, It was announced that Dr. 
Remedios Moore has also been appointed as 
secretary-editorial assistant. The plan sounds 
almost impossibly large for two years and 
$60,000, but we understand that the 38 sub- 
projects suggested will be worked upon on a 
priority basis. The whole project is organized 
into four major divisions dealing with (1) 
public libraries; (2) college, university, and 
special libraries; (3) elementary and secondary 
school libraries; and, (4) a synthesis of all 
library activities in the region. It will attempt 
to study all these fields with a view toward 
recommending channels of development and 
improvement through the most effective use of 
existing and anticipated resources. Alberta is 
not to be included in the survey because it was 
not part of the area when the original plans 
were made and the grant solicited, 


On Friday morning the fourth general session 
discussed “Library buildings—today and _to- 
morrow”. The tinal speaker of this session was 
Ralph Shaw, president of the American Library 
Association, who discussed “The library of 
tomorrow”. Mr. Shaw, previous advocate of 
all kinds of gadgets and machines for libraries, 
appears to have had a surprising change of 
heart, for he dismissed the theory that technical 
advances will outmode books and libraries and 
predicted that the printed book is here to stay. 
Films, microcards, TV, etc. cannot possibly take 
their place. He deplored the tendency of school 
libraries to deteriorate into materials centres 
and said that the strength of libraries lay in their 
ability to contribute by books to individuals not 
to the mass. He warned librarians, however, 
that unless they used every means to release 
more and more money for books to fill the needs 
and wants of society, society is capable of by- 
passing libraries and inventing machines that 
will give it information without inspiration. 

At the fifth and last general session, each 
area reported on library activities during the 
year. Of interest were the following: Idaho 
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expects to have a state librarian and a travelling 
library service soon, Montana reports growth of 
the Friends of Libraries movement. Oregon 
produced “Public Library Standards” for the 
State Library Board, had a poster contest in 
the schools for recruiting, and had a successful 
Trustee Institute sponsored by the Oregon State 
Library, with expenses paid by the State Library 
Board. Washington reported building of the 
new State Library deferred to the point where it 
may be necessary for the appropriation to be 
voted all over again, publication of a history— 
“Twenty years of the Washington Library 
Association” by Helen Johns, and the holding of 
workshops for trustees in eastern Washington. 
It also reported that the Washington Associa- 
tion of Library Trustees has now joined the 
W.L.A. as a section. 

The meeting ended with the installation of new 
officers. Mrs. Alma Jacobs, librarian of Great 
Falls, Montana, the charming president, received 
a great ovation when she made her inaugural 
address. Her obvious ability to fill the position 
with dignity and skill promises that 1956-57 
will be outstanding for P.N.L.A, Other officers 
are Dr. Carl Hintz, University of Oregon, first 
vice-president; Miss Virginia Walton, Helena, 
Montana, second vice-president: Mr. Roman 
Mostar, University of Washington, treasurer. 

Amy Hutcheson. 


Library Notes 
VICTORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


For some time the Victoria Public Library 
has been making plans to expand its services 
beyond books and films in order to make it into 
a centre of culture for Greater Victoria. \ basic 
collection of phonograph records was begun 
some years ago and the library has now acquired 
a sufficient number to begin circulation, The 
records have been added to the Film Section 
and established on the third floor of the library. 
Although it is still too early to estimate the 
value of the service, there is every indication 
that it is going to be extremely popular. 

Another new venture is a series of winter 
lectures dealing with various phases of the fine 
arts in the twentieth century. The program is 
under the leadership of Captain D. J. Proudfoot, 
a member of the Library Board. Co-operating 
with Captain Proudfoot are Mrs. Flora Nichol- 
son, director of plays for Victoria College; Mr. 
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Anthony Emery, assistant curator, Art Gallery 
of Greater Victoria; Mr. B. R. Fibiger, Antique 
Dealers’ Association; Mr. Colin Graham, cura- 
tor, Art Gallery of Greater Victoria; Mr. Hans 
Gruber, conductor, Victoria Symphony Orches- 
tra; and Mr, Graham Steed, conductor, Victoria 
Choral Society. 


An unusual, possibly unique, addition has 
been made to the library with the erection of 
an outside display case. Measuring 12’ x 8’ x 4’, 
it is intended, quite literally, to reach the man 
in the street who does not normally use the 
library. 

The library welcomes as a new member, Mrs. 
Joan Lawrence, a 1956 graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin Library School. 

N.J. 


VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL 
LIBRARY 


Our professional staff at Nanaimo Head- 
quarters continues to grow. With the appoint- 
ment of Mrs. Betty Rogers as assistant cata- 
loguer, we now have six trained librarians on 
the staff, including Mr. Douglas Prescott, who 
is in charge of our Nanaimo branch. Mrs. 
Rogers, from Saltspring Island, has worked at 
the University of Idaho Library, and also at 
Bremerton, Washington, in both the public 
library and the naval hospital library. The 
Regional Library is very fortunate in obtaining 
Mr, C. K. Morison, formerly superintendent of 
the Public Library Commission, as school and 
children’s librarian. Mr, Morison expects to stay 
with us until next summer. The former chil- 
dren’s librarian, Bill Taggart, is now Regional 
Librarian, replacing Bob Davison, who in turn 
replaced Mr. Morison with the Public Library 
Commission. Anyone else for musical chairs? 


With regard to branch accommodation, the 
best news is that the new Credit Union Build- 
ing in Courtenay will be ready for occupancy 
by September 15th. The library is obtaining a 
large room with private entrance in this build- 
ing, which will almost double the area and shelf 
space we have in our present Courtenay quar- 
ters. There is also a move imminent at Cum- 
berland, where the City Hall—including accom- 
modation for the library—will be moved to 
larger and brighter quarters. 








The library carried out an extensive program 
of in-service training for branch custodians this 
summer. A total of eight custodians came to 
Nanaimo for two or three days each to work 
with various departments at headquarters and 
to observe operations on the bookmobile and at 
the Nanaimo branch. All of our visitors agreed 
that the tour of headquarters was worthwhile 
and most of them mentioned especially the value 
of observing our system for handling requests. 


W.R.T, 


UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
LIBRARY 

Friends of the Library—The inaugural meet- 
ing of the “Friends of the University of British 
Columbia Library” was held September 7 in 
Brock Hall, Dr. J. N. L. Myres, Bodley’s 
Librarian at Oxford University, was the guest 
speaker. It was a very interesting meeting and 
refreshments were served afterwards. .\bout 
100 guests were present—including some staff! 


Visitors—On September 10 Dr. Myres spoke 
to the staff of the library and showed slides of 
the Bodleian Library. 

Some members of the Japanese House of 
Representatives and the Japanese .\mbassador 
to Canada, His Excellency Koto Matsudaira, 
were recent visitors to the library. We had on 
display some of our Japanese items, including 
those that the Ambassador had generously do- 
nated. 

The Russian Fisheries Delegation visited the 
library while on the University Campus, The 
Reference Division had arranged a display of 
Russian material for their perusal and they were 
most impressed, even offering to try to fill in 
some of the gaps in the Russian collection. 


College of Education—With the establish- 
ment of the College of Education at the Univer- 
sity, several thousand volumes from the now 
defunct Vancouver Normal School came to the 
University Library. Of these, texts and readers 
are being housed in a section of the stacks con- 
verted into a curriculum laboratory; the rest 
will be absorbed into the main collection. 

P.N.L.A.—The university librarian, Mr. Neal 
Harlow, presented a paper at the panel discus- 
sion on Library-Faculty Relations. Miss Melva 
Dwyer and Miss Joan O'Rourke also represent- 
ed the library at the conference. 


B.C.L.A. 


Personnel 

Catalog Division—In this department it's 
“Welcome Back Time” to Mrs. Margaret Little, 
who has been away for over a year; to Miss 
Geraldine Dobbin, from the University of 
Toronto Library School, and to Mr. Basil 
Stuart-Stubbs. And a welcome to their new 
librarian, Mr. George Geofrey Turner. 

Reference Division—It’s another “Welcome 
Back” to Miss Nancy Macdonald from the 
Library School, University of California. Nancy 
had previously been in charge of the Reserve 
Book Room. The new faces in Reference belong 
to Miss Janet Mackenzie, McGill Library 
School, Miss Betty Vogel, Library School, 
University of California, and Miss Anne Clay- 
ton, who has come from Manchester, England. 

P.R.S. 


NEW WESTMINSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY 

New Westminster taxpayers vote in October 
on the purchase of a new site for the Public 
Library. City Council has placed an option to 
purchase the ideal property as recommended by 
the library board—two lots at the corner of Sixth 
Avenue and Ash Street, in the heart of the 
uptown shopping centre. An impressive Citizen’s 
Committee has been organized and is engaged 
in an active campaign to put the by-law over 
the top. When the site is secured an architect 
will be appointed and plans prepared for a 
building by-law. 

Mrs, Constance Towart, Reference Librarian 
since 1952, left the staff in August. Mrs. Mar- 
garet Schoenberg has moved into the Reference 
Department and Mrs. Virginia Harvy is back 
with us on a part-time basis doing the gatalogu- 
ing. Two new clericals, Mrs. Joan Morton and 
Mrs. Jean Forrest, joined the staff during the 
early summer. 

A concentrated public relations program in 
1956 has resulted in the highest circulation and 
registration the Library has ever known. 


A.M.H. 
VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY 


The past four years at Victoria College Li- 
brary have been a period of great expansion. 
The full-time staff has increased from one to 
six; the collection has grown from 10,000 to 
35,000 volumes; and the average number of 
books borrowed per student each session has 
increased from 18 in 1951-52 to 38 in 1955-56. 
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At the 1955 session of the Provincial Legisla- 
ture, Victoria College was by statute created a 
second institution of higher learning in the 
province, affiliated with the University of British 
Columbia and offering courses approved by the 
university in the faculties of .\rts and Science 
and Education. The Victoria Normal School 
was incorporated into Victoria College as a 
part of the College of Education, which, since 
September 1, 1956, is responsible for the train- 
ing of teachers. 

The amalgamation of the two book collections 
began in June. About 4,000 books were trans- 
ferred from the Normal School to the main 
library. The re-cataloguing of these will be a 
long-term project. During the coming session, 
the room that housed the Normal School Library 
will continue in use as a “curriculum library”. 
It will house children’s books, school texts, 
picture files, and books on methods of teaching. 

The library has adopted a new multi-part 
order form similar to the one in use at U.B.C. 
Its use will eliminate many typing operations 
and the time saved in ordering, accounting, and 
cataloguing is appreciable. 

Miss Nora Dryburgh left the staff in July to 
be married. Mr, Denis Godson, University of 
Toronto Library School graduate of 1956, joined 
the staff in June. Mr. Godson will take over the 
Cataloguing Department with the part-time help 
of Mrs, Gladys Cropp. The staff also includes 
Miss Grace Tuckey, in charge of the curriculum 
library, two full-time clerical assistants, 10 to 15 
part-time student assistants during the session, 
and one full-time student during the summer. 

An increased budget and enro'lment have 
resulted in seriously over-crowded conditions 
in the library. We have been assured, however, 
that in future college building plans the library 
is to be given first priority. 

ALELS. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION 

Williams Lake Public Library Association 
announces completion of its new building. Of 
“Quik-Lock” construction, the new library 
premises have been built almost entirely by 
volunteer help. 

Work is progressing toward establishment of 
our new branch at Cranbrook to serve the East 
Kootenay area. Mr. Howard Overend will begin 
duties as Branch Librarian in October. 
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Mr. and Mrs. C. K. Morison were the guests 
of the Victoria staff at a farewell dinner on 
August 20. Mr. Morison received a magnilicent 
illuminated scroll expressing the regret of the 
staff and their earnest good wishes for the future. 
On the afternoon of August 24, the Morisons 
were honoured at a tea given jointly by the 
Public Library Commission and Mr. Morison’s 
many friends among the various organizations 
with whom he worked to promote public library 
service throughout the province. Presentation 
of a purse was made by The Honourable the 
Minister of Education, Mr, Rk. G. Williston, who 
paid tribute to Mr. Morison’s achievements on 
behalf of the Minister’s Office and the Public 
Library Commission. Mr. H. Norman Lidster, 
chairman, expressed the appreciation and good 
wishes of the commission, and Miss Margaret 
Hincks spoke on beha’f of the many official 


friends. 
R.L.D. 


VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The new library building is well above ground 
and work is proceeding rapidly on the upper 
floors. In spite of this tangible evidence it is 
difficult for the staff to believe that this will be 
the last winter in the old building. 

As the final step in the reorganization of the 
library into subject divisions, the Social Sciences 
Division has been set up with Mrs. Telford as 
head. 

Miss Beth Gillanders has been appointed to 
the staff in charge of public relations, 


PROVINCIAL LIBRARY AND 
PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES 

The news from the Provincial Library is 
largely concerned with the comings and goings 
(mostly goings) of its staff in recent months. 
Miss Margaret Hastings has returned from a 
long holiday in Europe and will take charge of 
the Health Department library, which is now 
to be under the direction of a Provincial Library 
staff member. Mr. A. F. Flucke, formerly cata- 
loguer in the Provincial Archives, left in July 
to take a position with the Department of 
Northern Affairs, He will join the recently- 
recruited staff of officers working with the 
eskimo in the far north. Mr, and Mrs. Robert 
Reeves left in August to take positions on the 
mainland. Mr, Reeves is now with the Burnaby 
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Public Library and Mrs. Reeves, with the Van- 
couver Public Library. Mr. Keith Littler, who 
joined the staff last year after many years with 
the Victoria Public Library, left in June for a 
new position on the research staff of the pro- 
vincial Department of Finance. Miss Maureen 
Cromie, of the Provincial Archives, has recently 
joined the staff of the University of British 
Columbia. 

There are, however, a number of us still in 


the library and archives. 
J.G.M. 


Encouragement 

The association has been notilied of the fol- 
lowing resolution that was passed by the Con- 
vention of Baptist Churches of British Colum- 
bia, which met in June: 


RESOLVED that this Convention convey to 
the Secretary of the B.C, Library \ssociation 
our desire to give librarians and library boards 
all possible encouragement in maintaining and 
expanding library services in the communities 
of this province, and we also wish to commend 
them on the fine type of literature that they are 
trying to promote. 


The Hon. R. G. Williston 

The honorary president of the association, The 
Honourable R. G. Williston, was recently 
appointed Minister of Lands and Forests in the 
British Columbia Executive Council, In assum- 
ing his new portfolio, Mr. Williston relinquished 
his former cabinet post as Minister of Educa- 
tion, a position that is now held by the Honour- 
able Leslie Peterson. 


Security of Tenure — 
C.L.A. Conference Resolution 


Because of its importance and possible rele- 
vance to this province, the following resolution, 
passed at the June conference of the Canadian 
Library Association, is reprinted below: 


WHEREAS it has been brought to the atten- 
tion of the Canadian Library Association-Asso- 
ciation Canadienne des Bibliotheques that the 
administrative authority of a library has can- 
celled its original agreement with an employee, 


B.C.L.A. 


without giving adequate notice and without 
suggesting or establishing any failure on the 
part of the encumbent to render satisfactory 
service; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Canadian Library Association-ssociation Cana- 
dienne Libliotheques go on record as deploring 
the action of this administrative authority for a 
violation of sound personnel practice; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the Canadian Library .\ssociation-Association 
Canadienne des Bibliotheques reaffirm its stand 
that sound library personnel practice involves 
the acceptance of the Standards of Service for 
Public Libraries in Canada as adopted by the 
\ssociation at its Tenth Annual Conference, 
1955, wherein it is stated that, in addition to the 
qualifications required for a professional librar- 
ian in a public library, the chief librarian shall 
also have the following quatilications: 

(a) Specialized training and experience in 
their particular fields of service; 

(b) Familiarity with the principles and 
practice of library service; 

(c) Thorough knowledge of the social, edu- 
cational, and industrial characteristics of their 
communities; 

(d) ability to make library services and re- 
sources known throughout the community and 
recognized as an important contribution to 
community life. 


Committees of B.C.L.A. 


Regular Committees 
\.L.A. Representative (1956-1960) 
Mr. Neal Harlow 
Archivist Miss Inez Mitchell 
Mr. M. P. Jordan 
Bulletin Editor Mr: James Mitchell 
\ssociate Editor. Miss Margaret Creelman 


\uditor 


Bursary Loan 
Chairman: Miss Margaret Creelman 
Miss Doreen Mosley 
Miss Marjorie Heslop 
Miss B. M. Carruthers 
Miss Joan Lougheed 


Constitution Chairman: Miss Hope Hodges 
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Labor Relations — Chairman: Mrs. C, Whitlock 
Miss Dorothy Salisbury 

Miss Margaret Ford 

Mr. R. W. Reeves 


Legislation .._....Chairman: Miss Helen Dawe 
Mr. Ronald Ley 


Membership__-Chairman: Miss Doreen Mosley 
Miss Joy Scudamore 

Miss Joyce Evans 

Mrs. Bertha Thompson 

Miss Doreen Taylor 

Miss Theodore Rhodes 

Miss Shirley Ellison 


Personnel Adiministration ; 
Chairman: Miss Marion Bishop 
Miss Marjorie b. Sing 
Miss Betty Snair 
Mr. Don Bell 
Miss Melva Dwyer 
Mr. George Jones 


P. X.A. (1955-57) Miss Amy Hutcheson 


Chairman: To be selected 
Miss Priscilla Scott 

Mr. C. W. Fraser 

Mrs. Joan Selby 

Mrs. Daphne Parr 


Public Relations 
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Recruiting _Chairman: To be selected 
Mrs. Constance Devine 

Mrs, Isabelle Goodwin 

Miss Joan Matheson 

Resolutions Miss J. Sargent 


Special Committees 


Centennial Committee * 
Chairman: Miss Eleanor Mercer 
Mrs. Margaret MacDona'd 
Mr. Cecil Hacker 
Mrs. k. G, Bewley 
Miss Inez Mitchell 
Mr. Willard Ireland 
Mrs. C. Fox 
Miss Elizabeth Walker 


Library Development — 
Chairman: Mr, R. Davison 
Mr. Peter Grossman 

Mr. I. F. Bell 


Provincial ‘Tax Chairman: Mr, E. Robinson 
Special \ctivities : 
Chairman: Dr. Sam Rothstein 
Mrs. Margaret Brunette 
Miss Anne M, Smith 

Miss Margaret Clay 

Mrs. J. Stonier 

Mr. I. F. Bell 
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